
AUGUST 13, 2012 
 

The Board of Supervisors of Clinton County, Iowa, met. Present were Supervisors Schmidt, Staszewski 
and Davisson.  The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

 
REPORTS 

The July 2012 monthly report of the Commission of Veterans Affairs, submitted by Ed Staszewski, 
Director, was presented, approved and filed. 

     
9:15 A.M.  FORMAL ACTION:  Resolutions and Motions 

 

 The following resolution was presented and on motion adopted. 
RESOLUTION #2012-230 

 WHEREAS, Clinton County has appropriated certain funds from its FY2012-2013 budget for medical 
examiner services to the citizens of Clinton County and that the aforementioned funds be allocated to medical 
examiner investigator service Providers through an approved Contract 
 
 WHEREAS, said Providers of service are as follows: 
   

Paul Doyle, Medical Examiner Investigator 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors of Clinton County, Iowa, that the aforementioned 
Contracts be and are hereby accepted and the Chairperson be and is hereby authorized to sign the Contracts on 
behalf of Clinton County. 
          Roll Call: 
           Staszewski:  Yes 

 Davisson: Yes 
           Schmidt: Yes 
          Brian Schmidt, Chairperson 
 
 The following resolution was presented and on motion adopted. 

RESOLUTION #2012-231 
 WHEREAS, Clinton County has appropriated certain funds from its FY 2013 budget for substance abuse 
services to the citizens of Clinton County and that the aforementioned funds be allocated to area substance 
abuse service Providers through an approved County Provider and Program Participation Agreement. 
 
 WHEREAS, said Provider of service is as follows: 
 

St. Luke’s Hospital 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors of Clinton County, Iowa, that the aforementioned County 
Provider and Program Participation Agreement be and is hereby accepted and the Chairperson be and is hereby 
authorized to sign the Preferred Provider agreement on behalf of Clinton County. 
   

          Roll Call: 
           Staszewski:  Yes 

 Davisson: Yes 
           Schmidt: Yes 
          Brian Schmidt, Chairperson 
 
 The following resolution was presented and on motion adopted. 

RESOLUTION #2012-232 
  WHEREAS, on October 16, 2006 the Clinton County Board of Supervisors adopted written procedures for 
assignment of tax sale certificates per Resolution #2006-255. 
 

WHEREAS, the Clinton County Attorney and Treasurer have not seen the use as anticipated, and 
recommend the written procedures as adopted be discontinued effective immediately. 
 

WHEREAS, the Clinton County Attorney and Treasurer recommend that the provisions of Iowa Code 
Section 446.31 will adequately address issues related to the County's divestiture of tax sale certificates. 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Board that the Procedure for Assignment of Tax Sale Certificates adopted the 



16th day of October 2006 is null and void effective immediately. 
          Roll Call: 
           Staszewski:  Yes 

 Davisson: Yes 
           Schmidt: Yes 
          Brian Schmidt, Chairperson 
 
Resolution #2012-233 discussion: 
 

Chairman Brian Schmidt said he understood the County Treasurer’s desire to increase service to the 
residents of Clinton County, but added he has issues that the proposed location of the satellite office is in a 
private business within a city that has other business competing in the same industry.  
 

County Attorney Mike Wolf said there is no problem with the lease and its value.  Wolf said the idea is a 
way to gauge the need necessary to serve a portion of the county.  He is satisfied with the lease.  He added it is 
the Board of Supervisors role to approve property use by the County.  He spoke with the County’s insurance 
carrier and it would be added to the insurance coverage as another County location if the lease is approved.  Wolf 
said the lease costs can be covered within the Treasurer’s Office budget.  Wolf said the location was chosen for 
security reasons.  
 

Schmidt asked if another County has done something like what is proposed.  Clinton County Treasurer 
Rhonda McIntyre said Scott County does it now and it’s located in a private business.  Wolf said he doesn’t see 
any statutory restriction to the lease.  Schmidt said he is concerned the County will increase foot traffic for one 
business and not another. 
 

Supervisor John Staszewski asked if McIntyre spoke with other banks.  McIntyre answered yes.  
 

Davisson asked if she could vote or if she should abstain because the proposed location is her personal 
bank.  She likes the idea, but is concerned with a conflict of interest.  She believes the location will get used a lot. 
Wolf appreciated Davisson’s concerns and said it would be appropriate if she abstained.  
 

Staszewski said with all due respect to the Treasurer he will vote against it because it favors one bank 
from another.  He would support the plan if it were located in a different location.  

 
 The following resolution was presented and on motion failed. 

RESOLUTION #2012-233 
  WHEREAS, the Clinton County Treasurer (Treasurer) desires to better serve the residents of Clinton 
County with a DeWitt Satellite Office.  
 

WHEREAS, Clinton County’s Board of Supervisors (Board) determines that it is appropriate to determine 
the scope of services needed at a future permanent satellite office site.   
 

WHEREAS, the Clinton County Treasurer requests Board approval to enter into a lease agreement with 
DeWitt Bank & Trust to open a satellite office for the purpose of determining the need for such services in a 
permanent setting in the Clinton County Government Annex Building. 
 

WHEREAS, the Treasurer has amounts budgeted for the lease and staffing requirements attendant with 
the lease. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED the Board authorizes the Clinton County Treasurer to enter into the proposed lease 
with DeWitt Bank & Trust on a month-to-month basis; to be reviewed by the Treasurer and Board no later than the 
end of August 2013. 
          Roll Call: 
           Staszewski:  No 

 Davisson: Abstain 
           Schmidt: No 
          Brian Schmidt, Chairperson 
 
 The following resolution was presented and on motion adopted. 

RESOLUTION #2012-234 
 WHEREAS, Clinton County has received a request for temporary road closure as follows: 
 



  Request From:  Andover Kinderfest 
  Purpose of Closure:  Memorial Run/Walk-Kinderfest 
  Date & Time:   September 2, 2012; 4:30 P.M. – 7:00 P.M. 
  Roads Involved:  Z-50 (432nd Avenue) from Andover to Teed Grove  
 
 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Clinton County Board of Supervisors, in a spirit of cooperation 
do hereby approve the aforementioned road closures for the above specified time and the event sponsor has 
requested that the Secondary Road Department provide the proper road closure signage and the Secondary 
Road Department will not be reimbursed the actual signage cost by the event sponsor. 
  

          Roll Call: 
           Staszewski:  Yes 

 Davisson: Yes 
           Schmidt: Yes 
          Brian Schmidt, Chairperson 
 
The following resolution was presented and on motion adopted. 

RESOLUTION #2012-235 
 WHEREAS, the Iowa Code Section 309.41 allows the informal letting of contracts, and the size, scope and 
schedule of this project makes the informal letting procedure the most cost effective, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Clinton County Board of Supervisors has considered the bids received on August 8, 2012 
for supplying bridge beams and piling for the bridge replacement project at J-2904 (170th Avenue), Section 29 of 
Grant Township. 
 
 WHEREAS, the total amount of each bid was as follows: 
   

Contractor Name Bid Amount 

Oden Enterprises, Inc. $59,536.39 

Illowa Culvert and Supply Co. $70,101.68 

Big R Manufacturing $    No Bid 

Wheeler Lumber Co. $    No Bid 
 

 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of Clinton County, Iowa, concurs with the 
County Engineer’s recommendation that the contract for said work be awarded to the low Bidder, as follows: 
 

    Oden Enterprises, Inc.  $59,536.39 
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chairperson of the Board of Supervisors be authorized to execute 
said contracts in behalf of Clinton County, Iowa. 
          Roll Call: 
           Staszewski:  Yes 

 Davisson: Yes 
           Schmidt: Yes 
          Brian Schmidt, Chairperson 
 
 The following resolution was presented and on motion adopted. 

RESOLUTION #2012-236 
 WHEREAS, the Iowa Code Section 309.41 allows the informal letting of contracts, and the size, scope and 
schedule of this project makes the informal letting procedure the most cost effective, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Clinton County Board of Supervisors has considered the bids received on August 8, 2012 
for supplying bridge beams and piling for the bridge replacement project at J-2007 (170th Avenue), Section 20 of 
Grant Township. 
 
 WHEREAS, the total amount of each bid was as follows: 
   

Contractor Name Bid Amount 

Illowa Culvert and Supply Col $79,102.22 

Oden enterprises, Inc. $70,703.26 

Big R Manufacturing $    No Bid 

Wheeler Lumber Co. $    No Bid 



 
 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of Clinton County, Iowa, concurs with the 
County Engineer’s recommendation that the contract for said work be awarded to the low bidder, as follows: 
 
    Oden Enterprises, Inc.  $70,703.26 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chairperson of the Board of Supervisors be authorized to execute 
said contracts in behalf of Clinton County, Iowa. 
          Roll Call: 
           Staszewski:  Yes 

 Davisson: Yes 
           Schmidt: Yes 
          Brian Schmidt, Chairperson 
 The following resolution was presented and on motion adopted. 

RESOLUTION #2012-237 
 WHEREAS, the Clinton County Sheriff is an elected official and the Board of Supervisors does not 
consider nor appoint personnel for elected officials, but need to authorize payroll for the County Auditor. 
 
 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors of Clinton County, Iowa that the County 
Auditor be and is hereby authorized to issue biweekly paychecks on the General Basic Fund, Office of Sheriff to 
Randall M. Meier, as Seniors vs. Crime Director a part-time position.  This will be in effect August 13, 2012 at an 
hourly rate of $12.08 per hour.   

          Roll Call: 
           Staszewski:  Yes 

 Davisson: Yes 
           Schmidt: Yes 
          Brian Schmidt, Chairperson 
 
Motion made by Supervisor Staszewski to approve payment of a $60 charge for the Performing Arts Center in 
DeWitt for an upcoming meeting of the County Boards of Supervisors in the Seventh Judicial District to discuss 
regionalization of Mental Health services. 
          Roll Call: 
           Staszewski:  Yes 

 Davisson: Yes 
           Schmidt: Yes 
Motion carried. 
 
 GENERAL PUBLIC 
 

DEPARTMENT HEADS, ELECTED OFFICIALS and EMPLOYEES 
 

Clinton County Auditor Eric Van Lancker reported the County has again been awarded the IMWCA Best Practices 
award.  IMWCA will schedule a time to present the award in the near future.  He also reminded the Board of 
Supervisors of the meeting Tuesday night with township officials to discuss changing the way those officials are 
selected. 
 
Clinton County Treasurer Rhonda McIntyre reported she noticed a decline in service from county software vendor 
and was wondering if the County was going to switch vendors or investigate other software.  
 

9:46 A.M.  Discussion with Case Management Director on Personnel Hiring – Patti Robinson 
 
Robinson anticipates that with a push to place more people on Medicaid her office will be receiving more referrals.  
She would like to start planning to add to her supervisory staff to help with the anticipated influx of referrals.  She 
will first have to apply to the state to make a rate adjustment to her budget.  
 

9:49 A.M.  Discussion – Blue Zone Office Space – Michele Cullen 
 
Michele Cullen and Andrea Barnett returned to review the Blue Zones Project proposal.  Cullen reminded the 
Board of Supervisors that the committee is formed to try to make Clinton a happier and healthier community.  
 
Clinton was not chosen as one of the first four demonstration sites, but will reapply to be selected in January.  
She said with the application, the committee needs to identify office space for Blue Zones staff.  She said two full-



time workers will be furnished if awarded.  She has toured what is open and reasonable around Clinton and there 
isn’t a lot of space for what they need.  

 
Barnett said the four communities previously awarded the Blue Zones designation had donated office space.  She 
said the office space would be for 18 to 36 months.   

 
Cullen had previously worked with Van Lancker to view potential space in the Clinton County Administration 
Building and believes one potential room could work for their needs.  The Board of Supervisors agreed to provide 
a resolution of support at its next meeting. 
 

10:02 A.M.  Public Hearing on Railport 28E Agreement – Proposed Amendment 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
Chairperson Schmidt called the Public Hearing to order at 10:02 a.m.  Present were Supervisors 

Staszewski, and Davisson; Board of Supervisors Admin Assistant Roberta Lewis; County Auditor Eric Van 
Lancker; County Attorney Mike Wolf and members of the press and public. 

The purpose of the Public Hearing was to solicit comments concerning a proposed amendment to the 28E 
agreement between the City of Clinton and Clinton County concerning the Lincolnway Railport Project. 

Proof of publication was presented, accepted and approved.  
 No comments were received before the meeting. 
 

Dennis Starling, Calamus, read a statement he prepared.  A question was asked as to who attended the 
discussions to come up with this proposal.  Supervisor Jill Davisson said the attorneys worked on the wording.  
Wolf said the amendment is a draft and if adopted that is how the amendment would read.  He said the draft is 
used as a starting place of discussion.  Starling said he was a member of the Clinton County Board of 
Supervisors when the current 28E was approved.  Starling said the City of Clinton approached the County about 
financing part of the railport.  He said the Board of Supervisors conducted public hearings and meetings about 
joining the effort.  Starling said the Board of Supervisors did not favor the County becoming a partner in the 
development of the park.  He said the Board of Supervisors agreed to help by loaning the money and the City 
would pay back the County portion.  Starling said the proposed amendment has nothing to do with development 
of park and it’s being used to provide a financial bailout of the City of Clinton by the County.  He added the 
modification only benefits the City and it releases the City from paying back the $6 million loan.  Starling said if 
this were the agreement in 2009, he believes the Board of Supervisors would have voted against it.  He said the 
County should not gift the $6 million when there are many areas in the County that could use the money.  He 
asked the Board of Supervisors to reject the amendment. 
 

Marty Ray, Clinton County resident, said he wasn’t aware of the draft of the amendment.  He said he is not 
in favor of giving the City of Clinton $6 million.  He said it can’t be used for County projects if it is given away to 
the City.  Ray asked why should the people of Clinton County have to pay for the sins of the Clinton City Council. 

 
Clinton Mayor Mark Vulich said the City of Clinton is not broke.  He said some troubles have been taken 

care of in the last year.  He said he is proud to be Mayor and admits there have been difficult times, but those 
have been addressed.  Vulich said he never liked the original 28E because he preferred a partnership instead of a 
debtor/lender relationship.  
 

Davisson said in 2009 when the public hearing was conducted she was vocal that the agreement was not 
going to work the way it was worded.  She believes it is appropriate to sit down and review this agreement.  She 
said the people of the City of Clinton will have to potentially pay for the $6 million twice.  She added the public 
hearing has reopened the issue so she can get answers she couldn’t get in 2009 due to time constraints placed 
on the approval of bond issue. 

 
Staszewski said he supports the railport project, but is uncomfortable with a new 10 year agreement. 

 
Ray asked if a vote could be taken to approve the 28E amendment.  Van Lancker said he does not believe 

that is an issue that could be placed on the ballot, but it could be researched.  Van Lancker said the issue of 
bonding for the money could have been placed on the ballot in 2009 when the County was going through the 
bonding process. 
 

Schmidt said the information on the draft amendment has been available for review.  He reminded 
everyone this is the first discussion on the amendment.  He believes the reimbursement to the County is what 
kept the bond issue from going to a referendum.  He believes the $6 million went to the railport, not the City and 



that the repayment should come back from the railport.  He said he is uncomfortable with the board structure 
proposed in the amendment.  He believes there should be an elected representative on that board.  
 

Staszewski agrees the pay back issue needs to be discussed.  He is uncomfortable because the citizens 
of Clinton County believed the money was going to be repaid.  He said that was the belief when he voted to 
approve the agreement.  

 
Grant Wilke, of Clinton and former Board of Supervisors member, said both sides of the original 28E 

agreement lacked legal advice because some questions went unanswered.  He said decisions are made with the 
information available at that time.  He asked the Board of Supervisors to be very deliberate about what it is being 
asked to do as part of the proposed amendment to the 28E agreement.  
 
Motion made by Supervisor Staszewski to adjourn the public hearing. 

Roll Call: 
           Staszewski:  Yes 

 Davisson: Yes 
           Schmidt: Yes 
 
Motion carried.  The public hearing was adjourned at 11:08 a.m. and the Board of Supervisors returned to general 
session. 
 

11:20 A.M.  General Discussion/No Action – Security Provisions Clinton County Buildings 
 
Chairman Schmidt said in October 2010 the Board of Supervisors asked for assistance to develop 

recommendations for security measures for the County buildings. 
  
County Attorney Mike Wolf explained the reason why the security record is included under the County’s 

confidential records policy and why those records can be discussed in closed session.  He said the security 
provisions could be discussed up to a point of certain detail that is then covered by the confidential records policy.  

 
Clinton County Justice Coordinator Brian McKenrick reviewed the steps taken to reach the point of this 

meeting’s discussion. 
 

11:31 A.M.  A.T.B.C. Discussion of Confidential Records Pursuant to Confidential Records Policy 
Implemented as Part of Iowa Code Section 22.7(50) Authorized by 21.5(1) 

 
Motion made by Supervisor Davisson to enter into a closed session per Iowa Code Section 21.5(1) and the 
County’s Confidential Records Policy to discuss confidential records concerning implementation of security 
measures in Clinton County buildings. 

Roll Call: 
           Staszewski:  Yes 

 Davisson: Yes 
           Schmidt: Yes 
Motion carried.  The closed session started at 11:31 a.m. 

 
The closed session was adjourned by Chairman Schmidt at 12:27 p.m. and the Board of Supervisors returned to 

general session. 
 
  The Board of Supervisors adjourned to meet on Tuesday, August 14, 2012. 

 
Eric Van Lancker, County Auditor            Brian Schmidt, Chairperson 

 
-APPROVED- 

       
____________________________      ________________________ 
County Auditor             Chairperson 


